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Intro: January Theme: Reconnecting with the Holy Spirit

Reconnecting:


Reconnecting with Lisa Bond (Moore) over the last week


Reconnecting with Roger Sherman over the last year, or so


Reconnection renews relationship, brings you “up to date” 

· It can “reignite” parts of you that have grown cold

· Or reinvigorate past friendships or passions

· Some times we have to Reconnect with God to renew the relationship and passions that life can quench

Titles of the Holy Spirit

· Helper, comforter

· Eternal Spirit

· Holy Spirit

· Last week Spirit of Power – to “supervene”

Titles Reveal

· A person’s identity

· Are the basis for relationship

· Define expectations

As we look at the Titles given to the Holy Spirit in Scripture we can 

-
Increase in our understanding of the identity of the Holy Spirit


-
We can “get to know Him better…”


-
Base our relationship with him upon that knowledge, 


-
better know what we can expect from the Holy Spirit, and what the 

Holy Spirit expects from us…

Spirit of Adoption and Sonship

Romans 8:15-17 NKJV

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
· Adoption: the placing as a son, that is, adoption (figuratively Christian sonship in respect to God): - adoption (of children, of sons).
· Parrelell verse in Galatians 4:4-7: But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

· Clarke: But ye have received the Spirit of adoption - Ye are brought into the family of God by adoption; and the agent that brought you into this family is the Holy Spirit; and this very Spirit continues to witness to you the grace in which ye stand, by enabling you to call God your Father, with the utmost filial confidence and affection
· It is the Holy Spirit

· Who was the “agent that brought us into the family

· Who continues to “bear witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”  He continues to refresh in us our true identity as sons and daughters – bearing the ROYAL nature we have obtained through adoption

· Who enables us to “cry out Abba Father” It is by the Spirit that we EXPRESS our sonship with God

· We receive, maintain and express our adoption by the Holy Spirit dwelling within us

· Application

· If you lack intimacy with God

· If you lack “the utmost filial confidence and affection”

· If you feel, or live, seperated or distant from God

· Be filled with the Spirit of Adoption

· It is not merely by acknowledging some theological fact by which you experience the embrace of the Father; but by receiving the Spirit of Adoption!

The Spirit of Christ

1 Peter 1:11 NKJV

searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.
Romans 8:9-11 NKJV
“But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.  And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 
· Christ: Christos khris-tos'From G5548; anointed, that is, the Messiah, an epithet of Jesus: - Christ
· The Holy Spirit 
· Is the Spirit of Christ, the anointed, the Messiah
· Some people think that if you get too much “into” the Holy Spirit, it will in some way dimminish the importance of Jesus
· But this is impossible if you truly “get into” the Holy Spirit, because he is the Spirit of Christ
· There is no competition amongst the Trinity.
· The Holy Spirit exists to reveal Christ, and Christ came so that the Holy Spirit could be poured out
· Any genuine work or manifestation of the Holy Spirit will be to reveal and exalt Christ
· When we become filled with the Holy Spirit we become more passionate about Jesus Christ… because it is His Spirit that fills us
· And, it is through the indwelling Spirit of Christ that the resurrection life of Christ is imparted  in us
· “He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” (Rom 8:11)
· The indwelling Spirit imparts, infuses our mortal bodies with life
· “give life” literally is re-vitalize; God’s spirit is able to revitalize our physical bodies with resurrection life
· We experience this in part NOW, through the impartation of strength, and physical healing
· We will experience this in full in the resurrection when each of us will be given an new body free from all coruption and weakness!
· It is the Spirit, that is “communicates” or delivers, or enables us to experience this new life; in part now, and in full in the resurrection
· Application
· Do you need healing?
· Do you need re-vitalization? And renewed strength?
· Do you need more of Christ in your life?
· Again, it is not through merely learning more information about Christ, that we obtain more of Him.
· Although learning information is VERY IMPORTANT
· We increase in Christ-likeness, but receiving the person of the Holy Spirit within us
· And by giving Him more “room” in our lives
· By increasing the measure of His influence and input in our lives
· By inviting Him, and asking Him to be active in increasing ways
· The Holy Spirit is a person, and like any person, He responds to our level of openess, and willingness for relationship!
Conclusion/Summary:
The Spirit of Adoption & Sonship; the Spirit of Christ

- Identity

- Relationship


- Expectation 
Closing prayer
